Public Policy & Issues

1. Mandatory Spanish in Schools

There are proposals to have students learn Spanish in public schools. 
· Resistance (English only)
· Pro-side: long-term economic interests


Sources: Education/Academic officials


   Lawmakers

                           Latino/non-Latino Parents

    Alternatives:  ESL



   Dual-immersion 

   Search for bilingual teachers
2. Where do the Political Parties stand on Immigration?
Both major parties are split on immigration.  How are local politicians acting on the question? What consistencies have influence?

Sources: Local representatives/opponents


   Local business Owners

                           Representatives of the Consistencies

   Pro/Anti Immigration Organizations
    Alternatives:  Split the labor movement
3. Local Cops Enforcing Federal Law
Should they do it? Is it happening here? Elsewhere? If so, why? 
Sources: Police/police unions

   Homeland Security
               Community/immigrants


   Migrant support groups/leaders

   Immigration Lawyers
4. Job Sites for Day Laborers
Should local government/charities support job-site shelters for day laborers? Why are they necessary? Does it solve or aggravate the problem?


Sources:  Immigrant/support Group



    Neighbors




    Companies/Customers



    Local law Enforcement
5. Should Non-Citizens Have Voting Rights?

Should non-citizens benefit from participation? What is the cost of having residents of a community who cannot voice their opinions/positions?


Sources: Voters




   Non-Citizens



   LULAC (League of United Latin American Citizens)




   School Boards
6. How are Local Housing Regulations Being Used to Control Immigrant Populations?
· Zoning law changes and impact on low-income housing

· Restriction on number of residents

· Parking restrictions
7. Undocumented Students
Seeking higher education at in-state rates.
How do school characteristics contribute to the achievement gap?

Sources:  School Statistics


                Students


    Teachers

8. Social Security Contributions by Undocumented Immigrants
9. Translators for Public Services
    10.  On-the-job Injuries
