Health Care
1. Budget Cuts Threaten Delicate Patchwork of Health Care at Local Level
Sources: Local Health Departments
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2. Language and Cultural Barriers to Health Care

Immigrants might not want to go to health clinics because they will face language and cultural challenges. How are locals solving problems and how fragile are solutions? Many are uncomfortable being alone with doctor in private office, would rather die. Health departments with bilingual staff provides more comfortable atmosphere. On-staff, trained translator improves quality of care, but there are no state certifications for interpreters.  
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3. Money for Health Care Costs
Repayment rate among Latinos versus cost to public. Difference between outpatients versus emergency room. Positive trend in repayment in some outpatients. 
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4. Diseases from other Countries Appearing in U.S. as Immigration Rises
Examples: chagas, malaria



Sources: Center for Tropical and Emerging Global Diseases
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5. Immigrants and Obesity
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6. TB-Georgia has higher rate among newly arrived immigrants. Active versus Latent.
Most affected are new immigrants that have been in the country less than five years. The key is surveillance, blood work, and outreach efforts using trained bi-lingual advocates. 
Sources: Centers for Disease Control
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7. Cost of Not Providing Health Care
Ramifications on noncompliance. Look at specific diseases.


Sources: Bridges to Excellence (Medicaid Program)
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8. High Birth Rate Among Immigrants and Need for Pre-natal Care
 Doorway to broader care for entire family.


Sources: Georgia Kinds Count
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9. Substance Abuse
Are there professionals who are bi-lingual? How do you pay? How to access services? Higher rate of alcohol abuse among Hispanics and effects.  Managing addiction through churches.
Access, language, outreach effects: DUI and domestic abuse.

Sources: Local Churches
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10. Mental Health/Domestic Violence

What services are available? How do you pay? How to access?
Cultural and language barriers for victim to access help. Local versus state funding. 
State redefines public health as “counting bodies” not providing direct care.  State cuts hitting Ellaville Community Health Center. Early detection saves lives! But only people who are in the system have a chance. 
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