
Feature Profile
Neima Abdulahi

Carpe Diem, Decatur High School

Judge’s Comments:

* This story is a twist on a profile. Rather than one person’s story, it tells how the death of a mother 
creates a new family. The story is, essentially, a multi-faceted profile. And it just keeps drawing the 
reader in, giving nuggets of info throughout to keep readers intrigued until the end.



Feature Story
Maggie Breen

Carpe Diem, Decatur High School

Judge’s Comments:

* The story thoroughly covers the draw of this literary form. It offers numerous viewpoints and is 
illustrated with vivid examples, explaining the genre and its fans’ opinions to readers. This piece 
serves as a fine example of how you can make a topic interesting to anyone through use of active 
language and explanations.



Headline Writing
Staff

The Prowler, Starr’s Mill High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Three very clever headlines that played on words but still conveyed the stories they described.



House Editorials
John Morgan and Anna Rose Gayble

Carpe Diem, Decatur High School

Judge’s Comments:

* The editorials in this entry reflected both a deep knowledge of their subject matter and a real 
engagement with the school community -- prerequisites for writing effective editorials. There were 
some nice turns of phrase in the editorials, such as -- “unfortunately, this school-induced bonding 
feels more like bondage to many freshmen.” Also, for the most part, the editorials manage to avoid 
the stilted language that can infect opinion writing.
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