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If your parents_ won’t drive you, I will
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A year ago, when
the HPV (human
papillomavirus)
vaccine was first approved for girls and women
between the ages of nine and 26, a potentially life-
saving breakthrough had been made. HPV is the
most common sexually transmitted infection in the
United States and is known to cause many diseases,
including deadly cervical cancer in women.
According to the American Cancer Society, about
3,670 women will die of cervical cancer in the year
2007. Given that HPV infection is most common in
women between the ages of 14 and 24, it is most
practical to administer the vaccine to girls before
they are sexually active. '

Nonetheless, many right-wing Christian
fundamentalist groups have been hesitant to fully
endorse the vaccine, as they fear it may go against
the “abstinence only” message. Bridget Maher of
the Family Research Council said that “giving the
HPV vaccine to young women could be potentially
harmful, as they may see it as a license to engage

| in premarital sex.” Most of these groups say that

they do not oppose the vaccine itself, they just want
to leave the choice to the parents. This may seem
innocuous enough, but why on earth would parents

elect not to protect their children from cancer? Most

parents who choose not to have their daughters
vaccinated say that they fear it would encourage
their daughters to be sexually promiscuous.

This logic is both flawed and irresponsible.
Teenagers, like most people, do not respond well
to ultimatums. Giving someone a choice between
either no sex or unsafe sex is selfish and cruel—not
to mention ineffective. In addition, it is extremely
difficult to protect oneself against HPV with

' traditional means, as it can even be contracted from

skin not covered by a condom. It should be criminal
to deny anyone—especially one’s own children—the
right to protect themselves from deadly diseases.

Under all of the opposition to HPV vaccinations
lies a deep-seated social stigma. Many parents will
do anything to pretend that their children are not
having sex. Consequently, parents neglect to educate
their children about responsible sexuality,
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hoping that they will just forget about it—at least
until they get married.

And even then, they’ll only do it in one position,
right?

Sex is built into teenagers just like it is built into
their parents. It is an intrinsic part of all people’s
personalities, and consequently, it must be addressed
as such. Though it may be easier to write it off as
dirty or dangerous, the truth is, sex is a natural,
normal human trait that is indeed accompanied with
some risk.

If you have the sort of parents who would rather
have a dead child than a sexually active child, it
is your responsibility to disobey them and take
whatever steps necessary to protect yourself. Do
not feel bad about lying to your parents in order
to make your own decisions about your sexual
health. It is your body, and therefore inevitably your
responsibility to get tested every year for STDs if you
are sexually active, get vaccinated for HPV, even if
you are not sexually active and take all precautions
possible to keep yourself safe.

If your parents won't drive you, I will.
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* Letzler’s entry, particularly his column on the HPV vaccine, is the epitome of engaging and effec-

ii_ve opinion writing. He takes bold, uncompromising stands, backs them with obvious knowledge of
his subjects, and present them in a clear and readable fashion.
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* creative use of space with large amount of information
* easy toread

* type flow is nicely done on the page

* clean and simple
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Rude the Fox By Fred Brown
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Judge’s Comments:

* Excellent artwork with real attention to detail. Easy-to-follow storyline with a humorous angle.
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* Very well composed - good leading lines, well framed and a good mowment. The photojournalist could have
easily made a boring image here, but he pushed himself to bring her and her work together in a graphically
pleasing and easy-to-read image.
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