
Short Story
Zaire O’Neal

The Gyre, Eagle’s Landing High School

Judge’s Comments:

* I remember being impressed with this story when I first looked at the Gyre as a whole. Zaire’s 
storytelling is natural and mature. She has a unique, consistent voice. And She’s got gift for native-
sounding, memorable dialogue. A fine story!



Sports Column
“Bowers Knows Best On the Injured Reserve”

Rachel Bowers 
The Odyssey, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Ms. Bowers columns on her personal injury stuck out from the other entries because of its insight 
and subtle asides, which gave it a touching humanity. Her other column displayed her anger about 
the situation with spoiled athletes, and since she is one, her voice carries extra weight. Nice tempo to 
her writing, and not many wasted words. The top three were close, but Ms. Bowers wins because her 
columns lead like she was talking to me, not at me.   



Sports Feature
“Playing with a Purpose”

Will Spencer
Odyssey,  Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Great story! Very good reporting, use of story telling techniques, overall extremely well-written. 
You illustrate how you don’t always have to use traditional writing techniques for good; solid jour-
nalism.



Sports Game Coverage
“Team Passion, Defense Shine in Tough 1-0 Loss” 

Asa Beal
The Southerner, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Mr. Beal did what all good game stories do when there wasn’t much action to write about, he let 
the participants talk. A soccer game ending in a 1-0 result may have plenty of drama, but in writ-
ing a game story, not much for a writer to say. So he talked to many people involved and wrote a 
tidy, solid story about a spat he knows something about, which is obvious in his observations about 
the game. Nicely done.  



Sports News Story
“When Getting Spirited Crosses the Line”

Rahel Bowers 
Odyssey, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

* This truly stood out among entries. The author found the story (overzealous fans) 
behind the story (a boys basket ball game). Extremely well-written, well-researched 
engaging.    



Sports Photo
“For Varsity Boys, The Court is Now in Session”

Paul Lorene
The Oracle,  North Springs High School

Judge’s Comments:

* A clear winner that rose to the top quickly. The photojournalist moved away from the action and 
saw a moment developing. A moment that showed the energy and strain of athletics, that gave the 
reader a glimpse into the intensity of an athlete’s routine. 



Yearbook Cover Design
Daniel Ostria

Aplomado Access Granted, 
Pebblebrook High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Very creative and works with theme “access granted”
* Clean simple cover
* Nice use of Color 
* Love it/very fun!




