Feature Photo
“Ferris Wheel”

Jane Diener
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Good level of control, well composed.
* A dynamic image that draws the reader in.
* Clean composition in a setting that could easily contribute to cluttered image.
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Cleaning ‘round the clock

From dead opossums in the ceiling fo debris stuffed under desks, second shift custodian “Miss Emma™
Brown has seen everything that happens ot Clarke Central High Schoal. But still, she manages to smile.

Srory and Layour
Bryan Barks
Features Writer
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Judge’s Comments:

* “Cleaning ‘round the clock” profiles an interesting subject: a janitor. Her story is told with colorful
detail, including mopping sticky urine from floors. But the story goes beyond her work life, which

is what makes it a strong profile. Writer Bryan Barks also paints a picture of the subject’s home life
and her family struggles. These details and insights- which nearly draw the reader in- set the story
apart, especially considering the subject matter- great profiles look at more than the star athlete or
a student. They remind us everyone has a story to share.



Feature Story
“An Ugly Truth”
Bryan Barks and Tanner Scott

Odyssey Newsmagazine, Clarke Central High School
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v el Misconceptions of prostitution in Athens are demystified as the wemen
involved struggle against poverty, drug addiction and disease.
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Judge’s Comments:

* This story on prostitution covers several angles of a growing problem in the city. It’s a strong
story because it covers a crime from an issues perspective and looks at how that issue also affects
students and the community at large. It also delves into the plights of prostitutes as individuals and
even touches on the motivations of their “johns” Strong research, colorful interviews and a smooth
uniting style help make this implicated topic a winner.



Headline Writing

Brian Mink
The Central Post, Central High School

Brian Mink
Editor-in-Chief

President George W. Bush spoke at a Mac Col-
lins campaign fundraiser rally on Oct. 10 at the Ma-
con Centreplex.
The rally, which featured Senator Saxby Cham-
bliss and other local and state political figures, raised
over $400,000 for the Collins’ eighth district congres-
sional campaign.

Tickets to hear the President speak cost $250, admis-
sion to the reception area of the event cost $500 and the
cost for two people to take a.picture with the President
was $4,200.

In addition to The Central Post, other news organizations
with local press credentials for the eventincluded The Tele-
graph, all the local TV news stations and national entities like
The New York Times and the Associated Press. Also present
were members of various networks with White House “nation-
al pool” credentials, who ride with the President on Air Force

One to cover all his events.

Continued on page 5

Judge’s Comments:

* Three very creative headlines that played on words but still effectively described content of
story.



House Editorials
“Soft Drink Expelled From Schools”

Warrior's Word,

Southwest Georgia Academy

drinks expelled

The crime: encouraging unhealthy habits
and causing obesity in children and young
adults. The alleged criminals: school vending
machines. Schools all over the country,
including our own, are witnessing the removal

Judge’s Comments:

of all soft drinks from their campuses. The
state of Connecticut has already completely
banned all soft drinks, including sports drinks
like Powerade; New York and California have
enforced similar measures.

These actions
began after three major
beverage companies
voluntarily
agreed to §
remove all g
soft drinks [8
from schools because
of recommendations by
committees on school
health, pressure from
state legislatures, and
the growing threat of
lawsuits. Under this

ew plan, soft drinks
E:e to be completely

moved from schools
by 2009 and are to
be replaced with fruit
juice, water, and milk
options.

The overall goal of
this change is to increase
milk and therefore
calcium consumption,
to do away with a major
contributor to dental
cavities and enamel
erosion, and most
importantly to reduce

rom schools

caloric intake to help in lowering obesity rates
in children.

In recent decades, the percentage of]
overweight children has done nothing but
steadily increase. Approximately one in
every six children in the U.S. is overweight,
and one in every three is at risk for becoming

overweight. Obesity can and does lead to

chronic illnesses such as asthma, type two
diabetes. orthopedic complications, and
7 more importantly, heart disease

and hypertension.

But will these measures make the intended|
difference? Restricting what students can get
their hands on at school won’t improve the|
damage that is done at home. Good eating (and
drinking) habits have to be taught to children
at home. Moreover, calories come from more|
than just sodas. What about the types and
amounts of food that students consume at lunch|
and breakfast?

Perhaps the real culprit in this matter is
nothing more than physical inactivity. The fault
is not to be found with vending machines. The
actions against soft drinks appear to be no more
than an easy way out for politicians eager to
make the claim that they have done something
to reduce the incidence of obesity in children,

Numerous tests have been conducted t
examine the effects of soft drinks on children
all with varying results. Not much can be]
assured about this new plan. However, one
thing is for sure. Students at school who want tc
enjoy a Coke will now have to go elsewhere.

* The editorial immediately kicks off with a strongly organized, rhythmic beat: “the crime.... The
alleged criminals? This theme is also found later in the piece when there is discussion of lawsuits
and pressures on legislators — beautifully done! The body of the editorial adequately describes
what is happening, the reasoning behind these decisions and why the editorial board disagrees with
them. The staff offers its own opinions/conclusions and wraps up with a strong kicker at the end.



Illustration
Carson Hale
“Technology Blocks Personal Contact”
Southerner, Grady High School

MAKING THE HviMAN
ceN NecT I o N

Judge’s Comments:

* Nice use and connection to illustrate story
* Creative way to incorporate masterpiece into everyday life.



In-Depth News Story

“Outsourced Custodians Cause Teacher Complaints”
Emma Din
Southerner, Grady High School

U SOUI’(E custodians cause teacner COITIp all'!tS

WAL CLEAN: Bty Worthy, an sutsourced GEA cuntadin,
anprmaniey dutiag the halls snd vamuming the s

contracred
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* Thorough reporting. Emma used interviews with diverse sources to paint a complete picture
of the problem: School district outsourced custodial services to save money and got poor per-
formance. On its fourth cleaning company, the school district still receives complaints. Good job.
Emma.



Information Graphie

Maria Yanovshky
The messenger, Northview High School

AROA YANOVSKY / Staff

Judge’s Comments:

* \ery creative.
* Gives all information needed.

130

students
from all
grades
were
polled
on Nov.
1,12
and 15.






