
Feature Photo
“Ferris Wheel” 

Jane Diener
The Messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Good level of control, well composed. 
* A dynamic image that draws the reader in. 
* Clean composition in a setting that could easily contribute to cluttered image. 



Feature Profile
“Cleaning ‘Round the Clock” 

Bryan Barks
Odyssey Newsmagazine, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

* “Cleaning ‘round the clock” profiles an interesting subject: a janitor. Her story is told with colorful 
detail, including mopping sticky urine from floors. But the story goes beyond her work life, which 
is what makes it a strong profile. Writer Bryan Barks also paints a picture of the subject’s home life 
and her family struggles. These details and insights- which nearly draw the reader in- set the story 
apart, especially considering the subject matter- great profiles look at more than the star athlete or 
a student. They remind us everyone has a story to share.



Feature Story
“An Ugly Truth” 

Bryan Barks and Tanner Scott
Odyssey Newsmagazine, Clarke Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

* This story on prostitution covers several angles of a growing problem in the city. It’s a strong 
story because it covers a crime from an issues perspective and looks at how that issue also affects 
students and the community at large. It also delves into the plights of prostitutes as individuals and 
even touches on the motivations of their “johns.” Strong research, colorful interviews and a smooth 
uniting style help make this implicated topic a winner.



Headline Writing
Brian Mink

The Central Post, Central High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Three very creative headlines that played on words but still effectively described content of 
story.



House Editorials
“Soft Drink Expelled From Schools”

Warrior’s Word,  
Southwest Georgia Academy

Judge’s Comments: 

* The editorial immediately kicks off with a strongly organized, rhythmic beat: “the crime…. The 
alleged criminals.” This theme is also found later in the piece when there is discussion of lawsuits 
and pressures on legislators — beautifully done! The body of the editorial adequately describes 
what is happening, the reasoning behind these decisions and why the editorial board disagrees with 
them. The staff offers its own opinions/conclusions and wraps up with a strong kicker at the end. 



Illustration
Carson Hale

“Technology Blocks Personal Contact” 
Southerner, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Nice use and connection to illustrate story
* Creative way to incorporate masterpiece into everyday life.



In-Depth News Story
“Outsourced Custodians Cause Teacher Complaints” 

Emma Din
Southerner, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:

 * Thorough reporting. Emma used interviews with diverse sources to paint a complete picture 
of the problem: School district outsourced custodial services to save money and got poor per-
formance. On its fourth cleaning company, the school district still receives complaints. Good job. 
Emma.



Information Graphic
Maria Yanovsky

The messenger, Northview High School

Judge’s Comments:

* Very creative.
* Gives all information needed.




