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“Logans”

Rayla Ruffin
The Panoptic, Lee County High School

“g 1230 N. Weslovar Bivd.
Albany, GA 31707

229-434-0491

ROADHOUSE B

Fri. & Sat.:

Judge’s Comments:

* Clean, Simple
* Great Use of Image of peanut with “Logan’s Roadhouse”
* infomation easy to read



Caption Writing
Brian Mink
The Central Post, Central High School

KATHH FEN RICTARDSONTIIE PMOST

STONEWALL JAMISON: Art teacher Sher-

rie Jamison stands guard at the snack |

machines during lunch. This is the first RATHLEEN RICHARDSONTHE POST

R / year the School has banned use of the LOVE AT FIRST FRIGHT: Seniors Chase Caldwell and Rachelle”
KATHLEEN RICHARDSON/THE POST machines during lunch hours. Wilson rehearse on Oct. 19 for the Drama Department’s per-

IN GOD WETRUST: Juniors Mia Reid and Wande Kotun bow *  formance of Little Shop of Horrors. Caldwell and Wilson star in
their heads in prayer in front of the flagpole on the morning the offbeat musical.
of Sept. 27. More than 30 students turned out for “See You at
the Pole,” sponsored by Youth Alive.

Judge’s Comments:

* Good job Following AP style, describing action, indenfying all people, and using clever kickers.
* Nice use of second sentence to go more in-depth into background.



Column
“Bustin’ "Teef: Do our Morals Coincide with Entertainment?”
Lateefah Gresham

Odyssey, Clarke Central High School

Do our morals coincide
with entertainment?

‘ leaw‘ otk Rackem! Rork! Rackl™ Every srudent of Clorke Coatial
High Schaal, pad poysibly i Atheat, keaws thés thast,
What does ndk!” sigaify? Hew did this so papular? 1
il vtorted when two callege stedents dedided 1o ireate o thoil mavie, “Tockes *
pbeut o bametess man bor the “Oemn Shew” [0 bocol wession of “ModT)) The
hree-minute vides has bee abeaded 10 ifodi, computers oad (0 ployen. |
oy hove leaghed ibe Firgt fime | yaw if, bt iy this really funsy?
The film begms with the pratagenist istinducing bimsell oy Wilke Jomes Babl
rethar knows 01 “Fenky Chicken” While Helf wis telling inta the minophane, the
Enterviewss” thought il would ba comical la 1tk e mittophone ke Hell's [
oot Bell gopged ea it, but oited o8 iF nothing heppesed. The imerviews: Thea
il it on Hell's it a4 if he weie in driguit
1 wni testainly disgusted. | lousd it upsetling o woith fwe visdants foke
hdvostoge of somenne whe is denrly desanged, The inherviewer's sudedity te
e the misraphune off on Hedl's shint like it wes contomingsed traly burt me
i, pou were the one with the bright ides te 1k it it bis moath in the
int glace
The two beys entooraged Hull b beli abeut body pety, his view on hametes.  Abew
ality, ba sing e the deive-the speaker at the Varuity, drink sireight Vedko, g the e S
ump oa free hedges, fa vsg be the raty ood vlems, and mare. They beughed i foetidered
it story abaut his brather beisg roped, desced 1o his singig ond hod b 1ig with
s mouth full of loed
The filmmakers bad Hull rommit s mosy degrading octs that | wander il Hulf jus
fecided to farther sheme hisrself beceuse he wan already so smberrevied
Mo, this it something thet mast viewsrs did ot notice. Huff exclsimed hix love Iw
e Bilmary sear the ead of the rmavie
i, | don't think that thery were makio fun of me. They blce me” coid Habl
bviouthy anaware that the paerile feent were morking hiss. “They was jont
amathing suid te moke moasy, | enjoyed it”
1 angers me be see on innotent man like fis confess bis emotions
o peaple wha ore using him far w prafit, Tricking o fortured soul ks an
meniyigble oct. The bt shat rhis degiadetion hon becoma the
ik of o whool i seuiemting
For e thing, this mewie 14 in se woy camical. Well, let me
phrose that, “Eockem” i comical be mast pesple becouse ol
hair ignsance of Hell's condiien. Students’ response 1o the
i thews how inconsiderate peoply wxplaiting samesay
lie's mivlortvas.
Despite Holl's currest siutes, Hulf spant fhe early par of bin
e hoppily here i Athens An ethlete whe ploped | wnd
botketball, Willie won ooe of the mest papular boys of Burney
arrit High Schoal,
Hult same spon regic fimes whick afleried e revi of his file
instilled in kim emptios Shat would leed o kit cuirend illness, sehize.
b estin, “Ahter my aiiter god killed in the fire | wopa't oble 1o poll theosgh
1. Uve been this wey ever visen” Hulf odmitted. New ha it homeless and
mecked by the community, By I e
O cownse | dide't expect the shodents mt Clatke Central, ar saybedy whe ™= %=

KT Willin Ml viigt e chaiue vasny, “ Bulldag 1ot~ whith win pobiicired an
"ol bt becama very papotar of COHS. Bebown & FALLDN STAE: Hoff, wha wes sacn.
ety Begh Seholy “Big mem o0 comput”, . 100 sl i3 dww Dol

Bas veen “Backenr” s know fhin, but | om puifing I sut theee for everyone 1o knsw
Hidl is net & recovering meth er creck eddict {os vo many peaple think), ead be b1 sal
wazy; boe Ix octuslly pretty bagioal,

S wihry woukd twa youry ndeity decide te Hilm tis? Meybe they did it
Bievause thet ks heir jab; the shirw's purpade is lar smusement. But hew
could spmeane beke advestege of o belpless. man like this? They obvi
nusly were na roiied 1o recpect athers sad mode this mavie fuit for
o loagh
Making o shart film b prafie i one Wing. Rificuling o
hemgleis mos is opetber. The employees of the “Dama
Show” olrviontly have no leslisg of guilt shout belittfing
thate areand thes for the cheap omeiemeat of el
viwert
But why vhauld | expect the “Dasa Show 1o steg ity
bwiness af bumiatmg peeple whes @ is brioging in &0
much of pablicty? 1 160 yo why; Betsuse the Bemn
Shaw is ncii and sickening! Sare then shaws see coph-
vating, bt whe iv theit primary looy of lsaghter?
Macks, And mest of thair movies are net abowt moking
ks e wiking prople rndom qeestions, it fs ol pesgle
axtually commitfing mernain rt.

I lind “Bockem " pashatas, not leagheble. The fact thel 1wo
griwa men [in besras af ege, nol matyrity) publiized o dooe-

mentory that degrodes o hemaless man iy infuristiag
Willie Jumes Fuff daserves o be freated with respact, despite his
Image ar willisgness to ge alaag with hildih acts. kad we, b5 peaple,
need ba viog being 10 theliow.minded w1 10 lghing of things thet

Wi bringy dewn athers. %

Judge’s Comments:

ODYSSEY NEWSMAGAZINE

Lateefoh Greshom

Bustin’

What is “act-

ing white”?

mm, e navly comments ond agly remacky I've hesed over the yesrs. Well, they
H"ﬂ a little somthing 1ie this:

“You are the whitest-exting black perian that | knew,”

“You don't seem hlock. You're like o boud white girl”

“She thinks that she's whide: the forgat where the come from.”

1 harve been faced with comments like these since | was shoul eight, Alter repeal-
wedly heaving these ignemant remarks visge elemantery schoel, Vre finnlly resched my
lmit.

What definet “orting white? bstellipence? Spoech? Appearosca? Friands? Al of
these aftribetes debintely pley o port i peeple’s mmdy when they dub tompsas o1
waling  oarfoin way,

Classes deteimine o lot obeat o perian, espetially yocielly, Gilted ead Honont closs.
4 ore vaid bo ba For white prople. Becowrve my clovses ere mede up pred Iy of

A | siepped into the dsarways ol Olarks (eatel igh
Saheal, weesing o yellaw pals 1hirt sad the savy blos
Nautica smeates vest with cobled Khoki peas, | waind
reeind with the typacol cheary “hellas® or “What lips?”

I was however, bembosded with oo usaseal guestion,
“Why are you dressing like yos're white s somathing?”
Mot mnly wt Hhix question osked 10 me in the early mom-
ing. bl |8 wan olss maked perisditally throoghont the
day.

With %@ masy stedents isquiring ehout my style af
drete. | bogan bs wosdee why pesgle ol certai rotws of
efbaicimies ere suppeied bo have ther wen particalor
shylu of dopss

< Jevos Bevine, raphamory

white stadents, | nm dassilied o1 being white slin S, betouse | have & high 10, or
besnune | om in odvonied dosses, | om acting white? | don't think 10

| have bean in gilted dasies vsie | sbented sihaal, and | am delinitely no) white.
Sure, in odvonoed closses there are saly o hesdfel of minorities: | kave baon the saly
bletk stedent in o bew ol my cloyses. Bt ihat will aat deter me lrom getiing o geed
eduistion!

5o what if these ove m orber peaple of sy colee in the room? | con lears with any-
one, no metter what hin ar her color, We hove both poven ta be oo The veme orodem-

and you will notice o new

dset in other roce’s mind's.

bt hevel, s we con lenm dogather. Seve, | would ke be be i desses with mare of my
dlae friendy, but | reluse to dwmb mysalf down just 19 be in o choss whers thare see
mare blatky

¥ dan't ke wha porgartad tha myth thet el black panple were moost 10 be in sver
age/intermadiote casses, bt i i oal tree My lellow black peery. plense dea't be
influested by By orchaic Hodition, A ol us sre copeble of baing in odvanied dais-
w5, Sure thare ove mare while peaple in odvonced closses than ony ather imce, but that
doat nol mwon thot black peeple orea't 3 smart

Tun't it o litsbe: wetird thet bocks make up the majority of Clerke Canteal High Scheal
but are the minority in gitted closses? Thare should be mese of wt in Haners desses
than e, twe or thiee. We oll grew wp lesming dsgether va there is ne resvon far there
ta be any meee of ane reix in o resm thea anather,

Talking alin defises how | et | lolk “while” becouse | ipeck grommatically dor-
rodt English; | use ooerect sentence struchure and fense. But if you sk sy college pro-
Tessot, | dan't speek praperly; | wie fust 04 much theag ot onyane elsa. Sure | ry te
apenk os well us | can, eed if | om ceid in be acting omethes way betause of this thes
o be i1, Telking “block™ deet nat muon thel Ebosics iv sy dominant longwege. 1t does-
' mean onythisg

Feshioa ploys the biggest rebe in the block-preple-acting-white thing. | hevea't been
oceused oy acting “white” becouse of my dlathes, but | heve seen others tousted
becowse ol dhin, Bhe blodk geyi that wesr panti that fit sitend of falling dows their
butt, Like my fellew Tameles drevy “white” by wesring severol loyers oad sometimes
uncosrdingted dething inteed of tryig b imprevs everyone with bep-neith name

brands. Becouse some prople shep eut of the sidinary ond weor things thet ere mique
ond cambsetebls, mitood of compatieg 1o vee whe com wear the mest Bsby Phot and
buy the biggesi Dosaty & Barke parse, they must be “atting

Wiy st we think e this? Thee such o e line betwees dressing in differ-
ont auliwres. oad there i 13ill said to be one, but everyane is sterting fo dress slike.
The new Pode trend has swepd the country ond inte many binck hemes ever smce T
ot the beight ides bo waor ane im his vides, Now thot we ore pest the white-tee phose
' "a" 1o weor Palo collar thiety nnd Speiry Whaes

While | hove boes tryieg do get my brather ond male iriesds 1o drevs like this for
‘peat, they only saw want 1o becowie & supersber deasses like this. Mo sae considers
this panppy Josk o5 deessing white swymare becewse v mony blodk people weor it
wow, but i sherted out 0% & white fresd. Whotever

| do nat ros up ond dows the hellway representing my neighborhoed or talking
lewdly. | e bwmble ond forey on things Fat ore mporiont to me, which is mtimidat-
Ing b teme peaple ond couses. o labie perceptian that | em nol acting oordingly. Nt
oll bhack peaple ee load. Kot all black people cere 1o repiesest their seighberkood of
wvery sotsel evant betouse thase typed of things are krelevont

In cose you ignerant peaple who bese yeur judgment of peoghe on felue interpre
hatiens lke this howen't madiced. blocks are moving up i the weeld, 1 i o sew millen-
nivm; we one past the theery that we tolk, dress snd act o certin way just 1o ke
our “native” cobture alive.

Dwr originel tsltwe was igasron of Ammia’s values compored 1 the natives of|
s continend, Now thet we one &l given the seme apportunities, pesple are Werting]
ta foke odvantage of o

o owtslde of your uiual siea te ather dotes ond cities, and you will notice o new
mindsut s ather roces’ minds. U'm persanally frying te be tomebady, end il thet
meant leeving bebind my peecatond “culters” in the process, thes | will do thet

| o mat think thet | am white. When | loak inbe the mirrer | don't see o pale foce.
1422 o cobaefel rnflaction, with brown brisg fhe mav! dominant color,

| e ot conbured aboot my ethwmicty; | know whet tafor | es | knew that my entes
Nors ore lrom Arics. | knew that my granf-greoi-grondparents were sloves. | knew et
my parents wee beoten dewn during the Civil lights Mavemant.

| know oll sbout vy culture’s post, and | recognize everything that s been dose.
| nccept sy roce: | respeat vy color ned mvy heriiope. My perseaaliy ks o
wufiection of me, not ol my slereobypicol ree é

* Ms. Gresham tackles two tough subjects, mental iliness and race, expressing her views with amaz-
ing clarity and honesty. Her work represents what a column should be- an opportunity to hold a mir-
ror in front of readers, making them confront and, hopefully, think about, the attitudes and preju-
dices they carry with them. She’s not afraid to call things exactly as she sees them.



Commentary/ Op-Ed Column

“Though Smart Driving Newsworthy,

Judge Overstepped Limitations of Law,”

David Liddell,
The Messenger, Northview High School

eH’er {:'-on +he Edi'l'gr

Though smart driving newsworthy,
judge overstepped limitations of law

The Constitution really says it best so maybe there’s not much
use intaking up all of this space. Nonetheless I feel an obligation
as a student journalist to make myself heard on this topic.

Last week a writer on the staff of this newspaper returned
from her court date at Fulton County Juvenile Court with an
order from Judge Wanda L. Dallas (who has served on the
bench since March of this year). Her offense was speeding.
Her retribution — part of it, at least — was to write an opinion
piece on the seriousness and the dangers of reckless teen driv-
ing. The student editor, aware and accepting that she had done
wrong, told the judge she would write the piece, but would
have to verify that there was space for its publication in the
upcoming issue of the paper. To this, the judge responded that
we — the staff'— would make room for the piece.

As a newspaperman, little is more unnerving than to have a
distraught staffer in a bind. Asacitizen, little is more appalling
than to have a judge break the law.

Hearing the news, | dove into research. Where on planet
Earth, I wondered, would a public officer, a judge, no less,
come up with the idea that she could order anyone to pub-
lish anything, let alone an editorial? A call to the Student
Press Law Center in Arlington, Va., reassured me that my
utter disbelief was not unfounded. Attorney advocate Adam
Goldstein told me it’s called compelled speech — big time
unconstitutional, He went on to say that the action is proce-
durally invalid, as The Messenger was not party to the case.
Mr. Goldstein said other things about Judge Dallas, too, which
1 will not repeat here.

My next task was to inform the court of its little slip-up. So
I sent emails to the Complaint Office and the Court Clerk’s
Office. The Complaint Office (which to its own credit was
very obliging) directed me to the Court Administrator, but
unfortunately he was out of the office for a week; I was told
I'd receive a response when he returned. That would have

David Liddell
Editor in Chief

nbox, so 1 followed up by asking again for a swift response
to this significant matter.

Before press time Wednesday, | received an apologetic email
from Mr. Michael Wilson, Chief Administrative Officer of the
court. Despite Mr. Wilson's reply, nothing came from Judge Dal-
las, and let me say that being legally violated and then ignored
by public officials doesn't feel good. I do not appreciate it.

Soitis my hope that when our writer returns to the courthouse
with The Messenger in hand, Judge Wanda L. Dallas will turn
to Page 7. There she will read a well-crafied, newsworthy
opinion on teen driving about a characteristically gentle,
unassuming girl who made a mistake, and about how she is
willing to live up to it. Then I hope Judge Dallas looks just
to the right of that article to read of her own inadequacies, to
see that she made a mistake that is infinitely more detrimental
— not only to the institution she represents and the ideals she
upholds, but to the people she serves.

The decay of our founding principles is to be prohibited
at all costs, and civil servants should be on the front line of
prevention. A judge should not, cannot, be an instigator of the
dissolution of constitutional law. Novice status is no excuse.
But just for good measure, | direct her honor to the first of a
handful of amendments to the Constitution of the United States
of America, which more or less lays out what’s come to be
known as freedom of the press.

Judge’s Comments:

* Grammatically speaking, this wasn’t the cleanest entry in this category, but that’s a minor point
in comparison with the writer’s willingness to defend his newspaper’s first amendment rights. With
regard to the second column in this submission, M. Liddell did a good job commenting on the “dumb-
ing down” so prevalent in modern culture.



ritical Review
“Z, My Morning Jacket”
Taylor Relly
Nexus, Grady High School

Judge’s Comments:

no comments available

Z[M Mommg Jacket]™

Unlike in the alphabet, Z is
not only an end but also
a beginning. My Morning
Jacket's second major-
label full-length enters the
city limits of pop music,
leaving behind (but not
forgetting) the rolling
pastures and foothills of
their alt-country past. They
handle the move with grace
and success, apparently
ready for the hustle
and bustle of urban life,
The album opens with a
keyboard (an oddity for
My Morning Jacket) and
feels like a cover record
with the first two tracks
sounding like Yoshimi-ish
Flaming Lips and Coldplay,
respectively. The album
arrives quickly to its first
single, “Off the Record,”
with only one song barely
breaking four minutes and
(God forbid) no guitar solos.
Any My Morning Jacket fan
should have their mouth
gaping and eyes bulged,
no doubt, but perhaps
with a tapping foot and
an intrigued ear. "Off the
Record”is more reminiscent
of the bands previous
albums but is certainly
more pop-influenced,
and uses an interesting
ambience to end the song

{ather than the typical

booming solos of yore\
Around this point, My
Morning Jacket clearly
tires of the city life and
returns home. The pace
slows down dramatically,
the tracks get longer,
and guitar solos begin
replacing the keyboards
of the beginning. The
highlights of this half
are actually the two pop
songs: the synthesizer-
paced “Anytime” and
the sprawling, dramatic
closer “Dondante.”
Though the album is
different, you shouldn't
get the impression that
it is a complete change
of style. There are many
elements that remain from
the highly acclaimed 2003
masterpiece It Still Moves.
Reverb reigns supreme and
the vocals are as ethereal
as ever; the real difference
is in structure and the
added keyboardist. Every
track is strong, but the
halves vary too greatly to
provide any album unity,
which makes the work feel
like a collection of songs.
It Still Moves was long
and slow, but resultantly
powerful and emotional.
It also perfected a sound
that My Morning Jacket
had been known for since
their  beginning  with
Darla Records. Z is an
outstanding  progression
into new territory for
Meorning Jacket that leaves
the listener not only sated
but hoping for more of
the same in years to come.

-Taylor Kelley

rA KT S




Judge’s Comments:

Editorial Cartoon
“Planning Ahead”
Frances Choi
Lakeside Legend, Lakeside High School

WHY ARE THEY
SELLING CH|2\STW5?
DECORATONS SO EARLY ©

LAYes\ O LeEth END -FPJ"“NNY CHo\

* Quistanding artwork. Simple, easy-to-follow storyline.
* The strong art draws in the reader, and the topic is relevant to your audience, and the cartoon is

funny.





